


Dear Volunteers to Ecuador,

Welcome! We are very excited that you will be joining the VASE community as a volunteer, and are sure that 

you will have a very rich and rewarding experience in our beautiful country!

This document is designed to give you a general idea of the projects and types of volunteer work that are 

available to you here in Ecuador, as well as to give you a better idea of what to expect overall. 

By working in a social project, you will have a unique opportunity to experience and learn about Ecuador, to 

improve your Spanish, and to grow in many ways you might not even imagine.

Volunteering is an experience that comes with many rewards, and also challenges. Whether it be in the project, 

in your host family (or group accommodations), or in the culture in general, you can expect to go through some 

highs and lows. The key is to come with a desire to learn and to grow as much as you can, and your success 

will depend on your attitude and sense of initiative in facing the challenges.  

Types of Projects

You will see that this document is divided by different themes or categories, including ecological, educational, 

arts and cultural, human and gender rights, and more. If you do not see the category you are looking for, donôt 

worry ïjust let us know! There are many diverse projects that may very well include exactly what you are 

looking for. 

We work very hard to offer a wide variety of projects to fit the diverse interests of our volunteers, and do our 

very best to ensure that you are placed in a project that fits. However, please understand that sometimes the 

project you hoped for may not be available, so we cannot guarantee your first choices. In those cases, we 

always do our best to get to know your interests so that we can find similar projects for you, that might even be 

better for you!
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What to expect with your project

Working hours are usually 30-40 hours per week, Monday ïFriday.  Some projects may require work on the 

weekends, but you will always have two days free per week.

The conditions will depend on what kind of a project you are interested in. For ecological projects, you will likely 

work long, hard, physically demanding days and live in isolated conditions (internet is not always available, for 

example), while living in beautiful natural settings with fresh air. 

Some projects will require a lot of initiative to start your own projects or find your own way to be useful, and 

others might be much more structured and with less flexibility to bring your own touch ïit all depends on the 

project.

What to expect with your host family

Host families, like Ecuador and its culture, are very diverse! There are rich and poor, rural and urban, 

indigenous, immigrant, and mestizo (mix of Caucasian and indigenous), large and small families ïas many 

varieties as you may find in your own country. You might be surprised to find that your family isnôt what you first 

pictured when you thought about Ecuador.  

It is important that you come with an open-mind and a willingness to learn, share, and spend time with your host 

family, and to try to adapt to the familyôs lifestyle as much as possible. They will be a significant part of your 

experience, and will give you a unique inside perspective to help you understand and adapt.

Vacations

Long term volunteers are allowed 2 working days of vacation per month, for up to 12 working days (6-month 

volunteers) or 24 working days (12-month volunteers), plus any official statutory holidays in Ecuador. It is 

important that you determine your vacation period with your project coordinator in the first few weeks of your 

volunteer work ïnever before you arrive! ïdepending on the needs and schedule of your specific projects. 

Some projects may close for certain periods of the year, in which case you must take your vacation during this 

time. 3



Diet

While Ecuador provides a range of healthy local products to sustain all dietary needs, we ask that volunteers 
with special dietary requirements come prepared to actively participate in food preparation or bringing recipes or 
ideas of how the family can accommodate to your needs using local products.  

For more challenging dietary restrictions (such as veganism), in most cases we will recommend shared living 
accommodations rather than a host family setting, so that you can be in charge of cooking your meals.

Spanish

We strongly recommend that all volunteers arrive with at least a basic understanding of Spanish. Many projects 
do not require that you already know the language, but it is generally much easier and faster to adapt to your 
project and family if you have some knowledge of it. 

Visas

Since you will be staying longer than 180 days, you will need to get a temporary residency for volunteering visa 
before travelling. This requires several documents that you will need to collect before applying, so donôt wait to 
get a head start. 

Please note that VASE requires that you come with a volunteer visa already, as the process in Ecuador is much 
more complicated and costly. 

It is important that you apply at least 3 weeks before departure since the process in your local consulate can 
take at least 1-10 working days, and donôt forget that they are closed on both your countryôs and Ecuadorôs 
statutory holidays. Remember it is always better to start as early as possible.

For this process, we will send you a few documents, and you will have to acquire others, please ask your 
sending organization for more information. 

4



Education

Å !ǎƻŎƛŀŎƛƽƴ {ƻƭƛŘŀǊƛŘŀŘ ȅ !ŎŎƛƽƴ ό!{!{ύ Ψ!ŎǳŀǊŜƭŀΩ

Å Caminitos de Luz

Å Centro del Amanecer

Å Centro del muchacho trabajador (CMT) ςWorkingBoys 
Center 

Å Centros de referencia de niños, niñas y adolescentes 
ΨDǳŀƎǳŀ vǳƛƴŘŜΩ

Å /ƘƛŎƻǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎŀƭƭŜ ά/ŜƴǘǊƻ ŘŜ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎƛŀ [ŀ aŀǊƝƴέ 
(Proyecto Salesianos)

Å /ƘƛŎƻǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎŀƭƭŜ ά/ŜƴǘǊƻ ŘŜ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎƛŀ Pisulíέ όtǊƻȅŜŎǘƻ 
Salesianos)

Å /ƘƛŎƻǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎŀƭƭŜ άaƛ /ŀƭŜǘŀέόtǊƻȅŜŎǘƻ {ŀƭŜǎƛŀƴƻǎύ

Å /ƘƛŎƻǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎŀƭƭŜ άDǊŀƴƧŀ 5ƻƴ .ƻǎŎƻ ŘŜ 
!ƳōŀǘƻέόtǊƻȅŜŎǘƻ {ŀƭŜǎƛŀƴƻǎύ

Å /ƘƛŎƻǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎŀƭƭŜ άDh[!{hέ όtǊƻȅŜŎǘƻ {ŀƭŜǎƛŀƴƻǎύ

Å 9ǎǘŀōƭŜŎƛƳƛŜƴǘƻ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛǾƻ ά/ŀǊƭƻǎ #ƭǾŀǊŜȊ aƛƷƻέ

Å Escuela de Educación Básica Josué 

Å Escuela Transito Amaguaña

Å FundaciónCasa Palabra y Pueblo

Å FundaciónCielo Azul

Å CǳƴŘŀŎƛƽƴ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƻ {ǳƛȊƻ ά²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ Tellέ

Å FundaciónSan Anián

Å Hogarde Paz

Å IEPNI

Å {ŜƳōǊŀǊ 9ǎǇŜǊŀƴȊŀ ά/ŜƴǘǊƻ LƴŦŀƴǘƛƭ Violantaȅ ²ŜǊƴŜǊέ 

Å {ŜƳōǊŀǊ 9ǎǇŜǊŀƴȊŀ ά/ŜƴǘǊƻ LƴŦŀƴǘƛƭ bǳŜǾƻ aƛƎǳŜƭƛǘƻέ

Å /ƘƛŎƻǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎŀƭƭŜ ά¦ƴƛŘŀŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛǾŀ {ŀƴ tŀǘǊƛŎƛƻ 
ό¦9{t!ύέ όtǊƻȅŜŎǘƻ {ŀƭŜǎƛŀƴƻǎύ

Å Unidad Educativa Bilingüe MuschucPacari

Å Victor Manuel Peñaherrera

Å Villa TiccaDay Care
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Administrationand communications

Å Centro Ecuatorianopara la Promocióny Acciónde la 
Mujer (CEPAM)

Å Faire Collection Artisan Workshop

Å Fundación VASE-ICYE Ecuador

Environment
Å .ƻǎǉǳŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊ ά 9ƭ WŀǊŘƝƴ ŘŜ ƭƻǎ ǎǳŜƷƻǎέ

Å BotanicaltŀǊƪ ά[ƻǎ ¸ŀǇŀǎέ

Å /Lb/! ά/ŜƴǘǊƻ LƴǘŜǊŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘŀŎƛƽƴ 
!ƎǊƻŜŎƻƭƽƎƛŎŀέ

Å CǳƴŘŀŎƛƽƴ ŀƳƻǊ ȅ ŜƴŜǊƎƝŀ ά!a-9bέ

Å Fundación Brethreny Unida (FBU) organicfarm

Å Fundación MingaiςFinca y wŜǎŜǊǾŀάaƻǊƎŜƴōǊƛǎŜέ

Å MuyuSemillade Selva

SpecialNeeds/ Elderly
Å Fundación Campamento Cristiano Esperanza 
ά/ŀƳǇ IƻǇŜέ

Å Fundación por una Mirada Feliz ςElderlyHome 
Center

Å Fundación por una Mirada Feliz ςHandicapped
House

Å Hogar para sus niños (HPSN)

Å Instituto de Educación Especial Ambato

Å Misionerosde San Jose Elderly home and childcare 
center 

Å Sistema Nacional de Música para Personas 
9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭŜǎ ά{Lb!a¦b9έ

GenderEquality/ Human Rights
Å Centro Ecuatorianopara la Promocióny Acciónde 

la Mujer (CEPAM)
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Arts/ Culture

Å Faire Collection Artisan Workshop

Å Fundaciónάvǳƛǘƻ Eternoέ

Å Fundación Alas de Colibrí ςCasa de Protección

Å Proyecto Adole-Ísis
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LOCATION LaPlanada, an urban but outlying areain the north-west of Quito
TYPEOFPROJECT Education,ChildrenandYouth
AIMSOFTHEPROJECT ASAwasfoundedin 1992whenItalianvolunteerswere lookingfor a solutionfor existingproblems

trying to improve the living conditionsof locals. We have family support centers,kindergartens,

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎhomes,etc.

In theά/ŜƴǘǊƻde Aprendizajeέwe try to support childrenfrom underprivilegedfamilies. Ourgoal

is to teach them valuesin a playful manner. The serviceinvolvesthe children as well as their

families,educatorsandcommunitiesin order to strengthenlocaldevelopment. Our five educators

work with 70 childrenaged3 to 15 years.
twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES We offer recreational activities and extra help for homework and other school matters.

Additionally,we givelunchandsnacksto the children.
COMMUNITYCONTEXT Theproject is located in an urban, but outlying and rather poor area in the north of Quito. The

majority of adults living there work as domestic servantsand construction workers in nearby

upper-classcommunities.
±h[¦b¢99wΩ{
REQUIREMENTS

We need an active, creative, and sociablevolunteer who likes being with children. He or she

shouldhavea basiclevelof Spanish. WeŘƻƴΩǘcareaboutthe ageor sex.
±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS ¢ƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΩǎ ǘŀǎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

taking care of the children, playing, doing sports, singing songs, distributing worksheets, examining 

ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘǎΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴΩǎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ 

tidy. He/Shewill be asked to help distribute the lunch among the children and to participate in our 

handicraft and English classes in the afternoon. Working hours are from 9am to 5pm including a 

lunch break.

They will work with children from 2 to 15 years depending on the class they will assist with.

HOSTINGSITUATION HostFamily

PROGRAMS ICYEςLongterm, short-term, ww andIJFD 8



LOCATION El Arenal, about one hour outside of Quito

TYPEOFPROJECT Children/Education

AIMSOFTHEPROJECT Theaim of the schoolis to give the childrenof the surrenderarea(low resourcesarea)

the opportunity to receiveanexcellenteducationincludingEnglishclassesandalsohave

food at schoolbyonlypayinga minimumamounteverymonth.

twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES The day starts at 7:40am with the children havingbreakfast, later they have classes
includingamongothersEnglish,ComputerScienceand PhysicalEducation. At 10am the
classesare interrupted by a snack. At 1pm they havelunchandaround4 pm the parents
pickthem up.

COMMUNITYCONTEXT ElArenalis an areaapproximatelyone hour outsideof Quito, which is locatednear the
Valleyof Tumbaco. Caminitosde Luzis situated in a rather rural area. Despitethe fact
that there aresomefancyhouses,the majorityof peopledo not havemanyresources.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{REQUIREMENTS The volunteers should like to work with children, feel comfortable playing with them, 

teaching them and taking care of them. Volunteers also must be very proactive, flexible 

and be ready to help in any need of the school. Basic Spanish skills are helpful but not 

necessary (if you are working with the English teacher). The volunteer should make an 

effort to learn Spanish as quickly as possible. 

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS The volunteer can participate in a variety of tasks,but he/she will mainly support the
teacherhelpingwith material,specialactivitiesandin Englishclass.

HOSTINGSITUATION HostFamily

PROGRAMS ICYEςLong-term, ww andIJFD
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LOCATION Tumbaco,Quito
TYPEOFPROJECT Children/Youth
AIMSOFTHEPROJECT FundaciónEducativaCentrodel Amaneceris an organizationthat offersalternative,integrativeand

inclusiveeducationaccordingto Montessorito about40 childrenaged3 to 12 yearsaswell astheir
parents (mostly with low income). They have 3 άŎƭŀǎǎŜǎέwith their own small buildingsand 4
teachers. TheǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎobjectiveis to offer a personalized,activeandplayful educationin harmony
with the environment not dependingon the childreńs age, but respectingtheir psychological
maturity and development,avoidingauthorial guidance. Part of the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎdaily life is that the
parentshelpalternately,focusingon the agriculturalprojects,the excursions,the cooking-project...

twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES Theschooldaysbeginat 8amwhenthe childrenarrivewith the schoolbus. Theclassesnormallylast
until 12pm. Sometimesthey eat lunchtogetherat schooldependingon if the cooking-project takes
place. Oncea weekthe parentscometo the schoolto helpbuilde.g. a junglegym.

COMMUNITYCONTEXT Theschoolis locatedon a hugeproperty in a rural areaabout 5km from Tumbaco.¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎno good
publictransport.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{
REQUIREMENTS

We look for a volunteerthat hasbasicSpanishskills,a lot of patience,that is activeand interested
in alternative teaching methods and working with children. Preferably a male volunteer, but
femalesarewelcomeaswell! AgeŘƻŜǎƴΩǘmatter.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS Dependingon where the volunteer lives,he/she starts to work at 7 or 8am when the schoolbus
picks him/her up and brings him/her to school. There he/she should already take care of the
children. Throughoutthe day,the volunteerhelpswith all taskspending. Helpingthe childrenwith
their breakfast,play with the children(especiallyoutsidewhere they spenda lot of time), helping
the teachersin the classesand preparingmaterialsafter classes,accompanyexcursions,support
different projectslike gardeningandhelp to repair/built different thingstogetherwith theŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ
parentsoncea week. Workinghoursare from 7 or 8am until 12pm (exceptif there are meetingsor
specialprojects),Mondayto Friday.

HOSTINGSITUATION HostFamily
PROGRAMS ICYEςLong-term, short-term, ww
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LOCATION Cotocollao (north of Quito) and La Marín (Historical Center)

TYPEOFPROJECT Children, At-risk Youth

AIMSOFTHEPROJECT Working Boys Center (Centro Muchacho Trabajador) provides education and technical training to 
working street children and their families. 

twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES The project provides basic education (high school degree) for all members of the family, while 
allowing children to maintain their jobs on the street (selling gum, shining shoes, etc.). Then, once 
they obtain their high school diploma, they can specialize in a variety of subjects from Mechanics, 
to Sewing, to Carpentry.

COMMUNITYCONTEXT This organization was founded by retired Catholic priests over 45 years ago. It is extremely well 
structured with great staff. The center has served over 3,000 families and is one of the most well-
known organizations in Latin America. In Quito there are two centers: one in the historical center 
and a larger one in the north of Quito. 

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{

REQUIREMENTS

Very good level of English and Spanish, hardworking, proactive, willingness to work 8 hours a day

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS Teach a variety of subjects and ages depending on interests (day care, English, computation, adult 
education, etc.), help in one of the technical areas (carpentry, mechanics, sewing), play sports, 
help in communal areas such as the library.

HOSTINGSITUATION In the CMT in the North of Quito there is a big volunteer house, with private rooms and private 
bathrooms. There is internet in the house and you have 3 daily meals at the center (you can also 
make your own food if you prefer.) 
Volunteers also have the option to live with a host family.

PROGRAMS ICYE ςLong term, short-term, ww and IJFD
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LOCATION Quito North(3), Down town(2), South(1) (4)

TYPEOFPROJECT Streetchildren/Education

AIMSOFTHEPROJECT Chiriyacu(1) and San Roque(2) look to provide a baby care service for the workers of the

Markets,preventingchild labourandaccompaniment. Meanwhile,Mariscal(3) andMayorista(4)

receivesworkingand street childrenfrom the surroundingareawith the purposeof givingthem
education,food anda shelterwhile their parentswork on the street.

twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES Toprovidedaycarefor babiesandacademichelp,andextracurricularactivitiesto older children

who work, mostlyon the streetor Markets,andto supporttheir families.

COMMUNITYCONTEXT TheProject is located in three different parts of Quito, the first being in the Mariscalarea, the

northern center of Quito. Theareais very touristic, with lots of barsand night-life. Most of the

parentswork aroundthere. Thesecondone is locatedin SanRoque,in the center of Quito and

the third one, Chiriyacu, and Mayorista is located in the South. The first one, at the Mariscal
workswith childrenfrom 4 to 14 yearsold and the two other onesare daycaresfor babiesaged
from 0 to 3 years.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{

REQUIREMENTS
Thevolunteermust like children,andbe flexibleboth in termsof beingwilling to participatein a

wide rangeof tasks,and in their overalloutlook. Theymust havea kind,happyandcollaborative

personality, and be hardworking and proactive. The volunteer should have a good level of

Spanish,preferablybe 22-25 yearsold and experiencedin teaching,andbe willing to work with
childrenfrom poor families.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS Bepart of the team. Takecareof the children(from one yearold andup). Helpwith homework,
lunch and during the educationalpart of the dayόάŎƝǊŎǳƭƻέύand play with the kids during free

time. Helpwith field trips andvariousactivitiesand summercampsthat areheld in August. Also

help to plan and preparevariouseventsfor the parents. Dailywork also includeshelpingwith
homeworkandservelunch.

HOSTINGSITUATION HostFamily
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LOCATION Central Quito 

TYPE OF PROJECT Children/Education

AIMS OF THE PROJECT The project helps 60 children who work on the street. It is a center where they can go for 

homework help, snacks, and a safe place to get off the street. However, not all of them come every 

day, as their attendance is optional. 

twhW9/¢Ω{ !/¢L±L¢L9{ The center is open from Monday - Friday from 8:00 -12:00 and 13:00-17:00. The project offers 

homework help, information chats, and the workers often accompany the children to school, their 

families and their workplace. 

COMMUNITY CONTEXT The project is run by Salesianosand is located near the Historical Center.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{ 

REQUIREMENTS 

The volunteer must have basic Spanish skills, be organized, motivated, patient, and dedicated. S/he 

should like children. 

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{ ¢!{Y{ The volunteer will support the reference center in all of its activities such as homework help, 

playing with the kids, now and then (about 3 or 4 times a year) assisting with the trips to visit the 

children in their schools, families and work places, and helping with fieldtrips. The volunteer also 

helps to maintain order in the project. Besides helping in the formal way, the volunteer serves an 

important role as a mentor for the children, playing with them and hugging them. 

Also, you will have two meetings per year with all the other volunteers (international & national) 

who work in the Salesian projects. 

HOSTING SITUATION Host Familyin Quito

PROGRAMS ICYE ςLong-term, short-term
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LOCATION North of Quito 

TYPE OF PROJECT Children/Education 

AIMS OF THE PROJECT This project helps 97 children (daily attendance of about 10-20). It is a center where they can go for help 

with homework and take part in creative activities like painting. Not all of the children are there every 

day, as their attendance is optional. 

twhW9/¢Ω{ !/¢L±L¢L9{ The project offers homework help, information chats, and activities like painting. 

COMMUNITY 

CONTEXT 

The project is run by the Salesianos and is located in the Northern part of Quito where the neighborhood 

is rather poor. 

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{ 

REQUIREMENTS 

The volunteer must have basic Spanish skills, be motivated, and dedicated. S/he should like children. 

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{ ¢!{Y{ The volunteeŕs major task will be to help with homework. S/he will also support and lead all of the 

activities and play with the children. The volunteer also helps to maintain order in the project. Besides 

helping in the formal way, the volunteer serves an important role as a mentor for the children. 

HOSTING SITUATION Host family

PROGRAMS ICYE ςLong-term, short-term
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LOCATION Centerof Quito

TYPEOFPROJECT Streetkids,Orphanage,EducationandYouth

AIMSOFTHEPROJECT ά[ŀ/ŀƭŜǘŀέis a temporaryhomefor street childrenall aroundEcuador.

twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES Theproject isa housefor boyslivingin situationsof poverty,violenceor/and streetwork. Sixto
ten boyslive there.

COMMUNITYCONTEXT Theproject is locatedin the centerof Quito. Thereare severalparksand a big theater.LǘΩǎone
of the easiestprojectsto reachin Quito.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{REQUIREMENTSThevolunteerneedsto be a personwith a lot of patience. S/heshouldlike to spendtime with
childrenand teenagersand alsobe able to confront difficult situations. BasicSpanishskillsare

alsorequired.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS S/hewill bepart of theά{ŀƭŜǎƛŀƴƻǎέteam. S/Hewill be confrontedwith different kindsof work.
Cleaning,sometimesoffice work, helping with homework, doing sports and being part of
everydaylife. Forthis reason,s/he needsto bea veryopen-mindedandflexibleperson.

HOSTINGSITUATION Hostfamily

PROGRAMS ICYEςLong-term, short-term
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LOCATION Thefarm is locatedin the outskirts of Ambato,a city about three hourssouth of Quito.
TYPE OF PROJECT Education/ StreetChildren
AIMSOFTHEPROJECT Theprojectoffersservicesto childrenandadolescentswho lived andworkedon the street

andare in a situationof risk. Weprovidethem with education,food andshelterin order to
improvetheir livingconditionsandreintegratethem into their families.

twh¸9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES In the morning,the boysgo to primaryor highschoolin the localcommunity. At 1pm they
return to havelunch. Additionally,around 80 boysand girls from the local schoolsof the
area come to the center to have lunch and do their homework until 3:30pm. In the
afternoon, the boysof the center participate in sports,farmingand livestockprojects. All
mealsareeatenat the project.

COMMUNITY CONTEXT Thecenter is located in a rural setting outside of Ambato. Thelatter is a fairly large,but
calmcity with about220.000 inhabitants.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{ w9v¦Lw9a9b¢{ The volunteer should have a desire to work a lot with troubled children. The volunteer
should be patient, proactive, caring, have basic Spanishskills and like living in a rural
environmentandwith children.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{ ¢!{Y{Thevolunteerwill help in the executionof all the proposedactivities,suchasservingfood,
supervisingthe childrenand helpingthem with their homework. Theywill also take on a
mentor role for the childrenandwill sharealmostthe entire daywith them. At lunchtime,
they servefood and help the childrenwith their homework. After this, they supervisethe
boysof the farm in their activities/tasks.

Asa volunteer,you will alsohavetwo meetingsper yearwith all volunteers(international
& national)who work in the other Salesianoprojects.

HOST SITUATION Host family in Ambato
PROGRAMS ICYE ςlong-term, short-term, ww and IJFD 16



LOCATION Southof Quito
THEMEORTYPEOFPROJECT SportsandEducation
AIMSOFTHEPROJECT To take girlsandboysof the areaandgivethem goodeducation,support in homework,some

food and the opportunity to do sports. Moreover, the educatorsalso talk to the familiesand
try to helpthem with problems.

twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES Thechildrengo to the centerafter school,herethey havelunch,andreceivesupportwith their
homework. When they finish the latter, they have sports; with a football coach,basketball
team,andvolleyballchampionships.

COMMUNITYCONTEXT Thecenter is in the southernpart of Quito, in Fundeportes,a low resourceareawhere many
children do not study for severalproblems. Insteadof going to school, they becomestreet
vendors.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{REQUIREMENTSThevolunteermust havebasicknowledgeof Spanishand a positiveattitude towardsworking
with children. It is also appreciatedif the volunteer has experiencedoing any of the sports
practicedin Golazo.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS Thevolunteerwill haveto help takingcareof the kids. Supportingthem in their homeworkin
Math, Language,SocialStudiesamongothers subjects. Also, the volunteer will have to help
servingand organizingfood for kids. An enrolment in extra activities such as football and
basketis expectedaswell asvisitingthe familiesof the children,givingthem support, talking
to them,givingthem advises.

HOSTINGSITUATION HostFamilyin the southareaof Quito
PROGRAMS ICYEςLong-term, short-term, ww andIJFD
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LOCATION Quito

TYPEOFPROJECT Children, Education

AIMSOFTHEPROJECT Provideeducationfor over100children(aged6 to 18 years)who work on or areendangeredby
workingon the street.

twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES Thecenter is a schoolwhere the children are taught subjectssuchasMath, Science,English,
SocialStudiesandPhysicalEducation. A psychologisttakescareof theŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎmentalhealth.
Theyreceivesnacksand lunch at school. In the afternoons,there sometimesare activitieslike
dancinggroups.

COMMUNITYCONTEXT Theproject is run by the Salesianosand is locatedin the historicalcenter of Quito. Theywork

closewith the other Salesianoprojects.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{REQUIREMENTSThe volunteer must have basicSpanishskills,be organized,motivated, and dedicatedto the
children. Thevolunteershouldlike children.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS Thevolunteerwill be a teachingassistant. He/ Shewill help out mostly in the youngergrades.
Besideshelping in the classroom,the volunteer is responsiblefor the dining room (set the
tables,washthe dishes,distribute the food) and for preparingthe snackfor the children. The
volunteer playsan important role as a mentor for the children, often playingwith them and
huggingthem.
Moreover, you will have two meetings per year with all the national and international
volunteersthat work in the Salesianoprojects.

HOSTINGSITUATION HostFamilyin the centeror north areaof Quito

PROGRAMS ICYEςLong-term, short-term, ww andIJFD
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LOCATION Carapungo, about 70 minutes 
from downtown Quito

TYPE OF PROJECTChildren/Education

AIMS OF THE 
PROJECT

To provideeducationfor over 300 studentsfrom 3-
14 yearsof age.

twhW9/¢Ω{ 
ACTIVITIES

Thisprivate schoolhasa kindergartenand a school
where the children are taught subjects such as
Math, Science, English, Social Studies, Physical
Education,MusicandComputation.

COMMUNITY 
CONTEXT

The community is located in Carapungo, an urban
area in the north of Quito. Its climate is quite dry,
which makesit lesssuitable for agriculturethan in
other sectors.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{ 
REQUIREMENTS

The volunteer must have basic Englishskills, be
organized,motivatedandcommitted.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKSDependingon their skillsand desire,the volunteer
can assist in Englishclasses,consideringthat the
highest needs are in English. They also have the
possibility to assist the English teacher in the
kindergarten. If they are doing well and enjoy their
job they can also take on the responsibility of
teachingtheir own classes.

HOSTINGSITUATIONHostFamilyin Quito
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LOCATION Ambato

TYPEOFPROJECT Education/ChildrenandYouth
AIMSOFTHEPROJECT The aim of the center is to give the children from the surroundingareas (low income area) the

opportunityto receiveeducationincludingEnglish,payingonlya minimalamounteverymonth.
COMMUNITYCONTEXT Theproject is locatedin the southernareaof Ambato. It iseasilyaccessiblebypublictransportation.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{
REQUIREMENTS

Thevolunteershouldhavea goodcommandof EnglishandSpanish. Shouldpreferablybe female.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS Thevolunteerwill start the dayat 7:15am. Duringthe morningsthe volunteereither assiststhe English
teacherwith their classesor helpsthe youngerŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎteacherswith their activities. Thevolunteer
will assistby preparingmaterials,takingcareof children,and accompanyingand supportingchildren
with their daily activities. Thevolunteer will alwaysbe accompaniedby a teacher in the classroom.
Thedayendsat 14:15.

HOSTINGSITUATION Thevolunteerisprovidedwith a comfortableroom locatedinsidethe premisesof the school.
PROGRAMS ICYEςLong-term, short-term, ww andIJFD
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LOCATION MercadoMayorista,Quito

TYPEOFPROJECT Education

AIMSOFTHEPROJECT The project is a Quichua-school that is located in the Mayorista market in Quito. The project
receivesabout 150 indigenouschildren aged 5 to 20 years from the surroundingareaswhose
parentsare workingat the marketor on the surroundingstreets. Most of the studentsalsowork in
the marketafter or beforeclasses.

twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES Theproject existswith the purposeof givingeducationto the children. Greatemphasisis put onto
the preservationof the indigenousculture. Therefore,the studentsalso haveclassesin Quichwa
andMusic.

COMMUNITYCONTEXT The school is located on the groundsof the Mercado Mayorista,a very busy market mainly for
wholesalers. Thepeople working in the market are mostly indigenousand come from low socio-
economicbackgrounds.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{
REQUIREMENTS

Thevolunteershouldspeakat leastmoderateSpanishasthey will most likelyhaveto teachon your
own (subjectssuchasMath, Physics,Chemistry)
Besides,they will needcreativity,patience,flexibility, senseof responsibilityand the ability to work
independently.
WeŘƻƴΩǘcareif the volunteeris femaleor male,aslongashe/sheis opento work with indigenous
people.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS The volunteer would have to work from 7am to 1pm, Mondaysto Fridays. He/shewould mostly
teachindependentlyandplaywith the childrenduringthe breaks.

HOSTINGSITUATION Hostfamily

PROGRAMS ICYEςLong-term
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LOCATION Apuela,Íntag, Imbabura(4 hours from Quito)
TYPEOFPROJECT ChildrenandYouth,Education
AIMSOFTHEPROJECT FundaciónCasaPalabray Pueblo offers a variety of servicesand coordinates a number of

projects,aimedat providingresidents,especially,but not exclusively,childrenandyoungpeople
with the tools required to be successful,fully engagedand participatoryat home,at school,at
work, andin their communities.

twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES To provide materials/equipmentneeded to develop/strengthenliteracy and communication
skills. Theseincludean Infocentro(internet center),lendinglibrary, ludotheque(earlychildhood
learningcenter),andother projects. Theprojectalsoincludesa libraryof about1500books.

COMMUNITYCONTEXT LƴǘŀƎΩǎpopulation is primarily madeup of farm families,with someresidentsinvolvedin small
businesses(corner stores,bakeries,repair shops). Virtually all children attend primary school
and most adolescentsgo to localhigh schools. Most youngpeopleare now migratingto nearby
citiesafter completinghighschool.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{
REQUIREMENTS

Goodcommunicationskills,be outgoing,caringandmotivated. Thevolunteershouldbe patient,
proactive,haveintermediate-levelSpanishskills,and like living in a quiet andrural environment.
Volunteersare expectedto work on Sundays,as they are the busiestdaysat the project. This
projectwill requirea skypeinterviewbeforeacceptingcandidates.

±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΩtasks vary depending on interests, languageproficiency and seasons,and can
include: leading extracurricular and educational activities for kids (Montessori approach);
leading the Englishclub for local tour guides; planning, leading and/or participating in the

ΨǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴŎƭǳōΩactivities(swimming,walks,etc.); excursionswith tour groups; part-time English
teaching,the Saturdayclub; playinggameswith the kidsin the center,etc. Volunteerswith high
levels of Spanish may also participate in the Life {ǘƻǊƛŜǎΩproject after a certain time
(interviewinglocals).

HOSTINGSITUATION HostFamily
PROGRAMS ICYEςShort-term, long-term, WW,IJFD



LOCATION Communitiesin the rural surroundingof Otavalo,an indigenoustown about 2 hours from the north
of Quito

TYPEOFPROJECT Children/Education/Health
AIMSOFTHEPROJECT Theά/ƛŜƭƻ!Ȋǳƭέfoundation works in different communitiesaround Otavalo (30.000 people) with

indigenouspeoplein their rural schools. At the moment, there are11 schoolscooperatingwith ¨Cielo

!Ȋǳƭέ. Ouraimis providingeducationto the communities.
twhW9/¢Ω{ACTIVITIES Theprojectsare schoolsin the rural surroundingof Otavalowhere the volunteerteachesEnglishand

(dependingon him-/herself)alsoArtsandSports.

COMMUNITYCONTEXT Thevolunteer livesin a local family in the communityduring the week. Thefamily offers a simplelife

and food, most of the families neither have hot water, nor internet, nor washingmachines,and

sometimesthey cookon the openfire. Becauseof this situationwe havea flat in the centerof Otavalo

and it is openon Wednesdaysandweekendsfor washingclothesand for takinga hot shower. Oncea

week,we meet with all volunteersto shareexperiences,plan activitiesand work tasks,and resolve

problems. Normallywe visit the volunteer four times a year directly in his or her project, or more

often if necessary. Everythree months we havea meeting in our office with all the mentors of the

volunteersto exchangeandcooperate.
±h[¦b¢99wΩ{
REQUIREMENTS

Wearegenerallyopento all profiles.LǘΩǎanadvantageto speakgoodSpanishbecausethe localpeople

often speakKichwaandyouŘƻƴΩǘlearna lot of Spanishin the family. Theyhaveto be veryflexibleand

adaptablebecausethe schoolsgenerallysuffer from poor managementand so things are always

changinga lot. Volunteershave to communicatewith people and integrate themselveswithin their

community. Sharingfood or activitieswith the familyandthe teacherscanopendoors.
±h[¦b¢99wΩ{TASKS Thevolunteerworks from Mondayto Fridayeverymorningbetween8am and 1.30pm. S/hehelpsin

the schoolin the areasof: English,SportsandArtsor in other areaswherehelp is needed. Depending

on the schoolthy will be workingat, the volunteercanhelp in the schoolgardenharvestvegetables

for lunchof get activeofferingworkshopsor free-time activitiesfor the children.

Many families live from agricultureand expectthat volunteersto help in this task and in their daily

activities(e.g. helpwith the homework).
HOSTINGSITUATION HostFamilyin the communities,flat in Otavalo
PROGRAMS ICYEςLongterm, short-term, ww andIJFD 23


