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This Work Profile gives you the possibility to know a bit more about our working
placements within the ICYE programme.
We ask you to read the following information about our social project carefully. You can
make a selection of the project you prefer to work in and provide your list of
preferences to your Sending Organization.

Please, do not hesitate to contact us if you have more questions about the work
placements: receptivo@icye.org.br

We are looking forward to welcome you here in Brazil!

Até logo.

ICYE Brasil Team
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VOLUNTEERING IN BRAZIL
Volunteering is a unique experience especially when it is done by people who are
willing to become involved in another social and cultural reality. In Brazil, most social
projects are located in needy/poor communities, where volunteers can participate in
social work looking for the benefits of their actions towards those types of communities.
Being a flexible, active and dynamic person makes it easier for the volunteer to find
more opportunities to become involved at and facilitate his/her adaptation process.

Useful information about the social projects:
The candidates coming to Brazil in order to take part in the Short Term Program have
to choose and inform the Sending Organization in which placement they would like to
work at and why. They should write as much information about their skills, abilities and
ideas as possible: in this way, it will be easier for us to place them in a social project
according to their profile and preferences.

General information about working in a social project in Brasil:

●
All the following work placements have already received volunteers in the past
few years, but we cannot guarantee that all of them will be available when you come
here. In case your “chosen” social project is not available, we will place you in another
project that is the very similar to your first choice, according to your skills, profile and
expectations.

●
In social projects in Brazil, most people do not know a second language - such
as English - and may not be able to help you so much at your arrival in the project. For
this reason, a basic Portuguese knowledge (or Spanish) is required in order to get
an ongoing communication: the more Portuguese you know, the easier work activities
get and the more opportunities appear for you.

●
The role of the volunteers in the social project is important. The educators are
expecting a volunteer who will be enthusiastic and willing to become involved. As most
projects DO NOT HAVE A SPECIFIC ROLE TO OFFER TO THE VOLUNTEER, you
should strive, be creative and self-confident to develop you own activities/workshops,
always keeping in mind the responsibility of asking the people involved (project
coordinators, staff) about the possibilities of doing such things.
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●
It can happen that, at the beginning of the program you could feel that there is
not so much work to do in the project. This is normal in every adaptation process,
because you do not know the work, the children and the educators’ staff yet and
probably your Portuguese knowledge is not so good. The things will change and get
better soon, according to your flexibility and adaptation.

●
As said before, most projects are located in the city peripheries or in needy
communities. So, you have to be aware of possible dangers when walking around
alone in these regions, especially during night time after the work. Always follow the
advices that are given to you by your colleagues at work or by us.

●
Short Term Volunteers normally will be working about 35 hours weekly, every
day from Monday to Friday, with a free morning or afternoon. The projects provide the
volunteer lunch at midday and snack during the morning and the afternoon, depending
on how long volunteer will be staying at the project.

●
An important point about working in a project as part of a team is that you w ill
not receive a special treatment for being an exchangee. You must try to adapt yourself
to the real demands of the project and not vice-versa. None of the projects offer any
kind of training.

●
We are responsible for the costs of volunteer’s transportation from the living
placement to the project (buses, metro, or sometimes you can go walking). You have to
be prepared to catch buses alone, but do not worry because the bus system is a quite
efficient mean of transport.

●
We will always give you support when it is needed, but we expect that you want
to join proposed activities and also will be interested in making your own proposals to
develop different activities or workshops once placed in the project.

We are looking forward to meet you soon in Brazil!
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Associação Comunitária Criança Feliz
Location/City: Canoas (about 10 Km from Porto
Alegre
Project Area:
Target Public:

Children Care and Education

Children

Description:
Criança Feliz is a Non-Governmental Organization is a social philanthropic project born
in 1999 in a very poor area of Canoas city, from the efforts of a catholic group of
friends. They tried to avoid a big social problem that was the constant presence of
children playing in dangerous places, such us on the street and closed to the tracks of
the train.
As the general cause was the lack of structures and places in which the children could
play and the lack of opportunities for them, the project was born with the idea of giving
a safe place in which they could pass the day by playing, doing interesting activities,
socializing and developing their selves. The children are between 6 to 15 years old.
The Activities:
The volunteers will be asked to promoted workshops in one of the areas:
Games and recreational activities,
Pedagogical area, Artistic area (also
music like percussion could be
interesting for the children). They also
will have to: deal with the preparation
of the material and the spaces for the
lesson or workshops; provide support
to the children in their activities;
participate in the meeting with the
children and the staff; occasionally the
volunteer will have to participate and help in some trip or excursions, visit some
families, help to organize some parties (for Christmas, Birthdays,…).Beyond the
personal workshops, the volunteer will help the educators during the normal
recreational and leisure activities organized in the project, such as story telling, games,
visit outside the community, informatics lessons, help during the meals and if
necessary, in the kitchen.
Observations:
Small and very poor project with few resources; the volunteer will have few material
available to work with, but he/she will have independence and space to propose some
activities.
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Casa Madre Giovanna
Location / City:

Porto Alegre

Project Area:
adolescents
Target Public:

Education

of

children

and

Childrens and Teenagers

Description:
The project Casa Madre Giovanna was born in
1995 with the objective of receive and support
children who used to stay on the streets of Campo
da Tuca District, a poor area with many social
problems such as child work, adolescent
pregnancy and drug abuse. The project has
grown considerably since then and counts with a
new and better structure since 2000. Nowadays it
receives more than 70 children from 5 to 15 years
old, divided into 3 age groups and coming from
families under risk (drug addiction, lack of male figures at home, strong poverty, etc).
The mission of the social project is to help the children from the local community to
develop skills, knowledge and values and to give them the change for a better
future.The idea is to avoid the children staying on the streets, to stimulate their
awareness, responsibility and will to get over the limits of their family situation; they can
be reckless but are very sweet and needy for love.
The Activities:
The educators try to encourage the skills and
interests of the kids through different activities,
such as educational and pedagogical activities,
music and art workshops, sports, lectures and
debates (about social themes, drugs, sexuality,
health…), Capoeira and dance, English lessons
and the promotion of activities for their inclusion
in the community. The volunteers will help the
educators during these activities; will participate
in the games and sports with the entire group;
they will have to stay sometimes just with a small
group of kids, helping them in some specific activities (reading, start to write,
homework…) or proposing some new workshops (story telling, simple music, arts,
English lessons, sports…). They will also help in the kitchen or with administrative
work, if necessary, or visit the families of the children at home.
Observations: Small and simple project placed in a favela, one of the poorest areas of
the city. Good for volunteers who prefer a more “familiar” situation, as the staff is small
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and very receptive. The project als accepts a senior female volunteer up to 70 years
who would be living with the nuns.

Fundação Casemiro Bruno Kurtz / ACM
Cruzeiro
Location / City:

Porto Alegre

Project Area:

Education, youth, children

Target Public:

Children and teenagers

Description:
Associação Fundação Casemiro Bruno Kurtz is part of the YMCA organization and
since its foundation in 1976 is a charity project seeking to offer a program focused on
human, cultural and social development education for children, young people and
families from the local community. It offers many activities to kids from 7 to 18 years
old, such as sports, music, theatre, capoeira, pedagogical activities, languages,
computer and art classes and other manual workshops such as recycling paper,
making candles and soaps. It also has in the same structure a kindergarten for little
children until 6 years old and organizes workshops for older people.
The team consists in about 25 paid staff, trainees and volunteers (pedagogue, experts
on nutrition, social workers, psychologists and administration staff).
The Activities:
To know the project, the volunteers will
be initially asked to assist and participate
in all the different areas: sports,
recreational, pedagogical and artistic
area… He/she also will get to know the
different age group. Later, according to
his/her experiences, skills and project’s
needs, he/she will be able to choose to
help in some workshops and activities
such street dancing, sport, music,
capoeira,
theatre
and
corporal
expressions, informatics, pedagogical
activities, art and painting, ecological workshops…He/she will have the possibility to
organize some personal workshops or activities too (eg. previous volunteers have
organized origami workshop, box, baseball, visit to local parks…)
Observations
The project is very organized and big and it was the first one to receive ICYE
volunteers: from 1987, it receives 1 to 3 ICYE volunteers every year. Good project for
who loves playing sports.
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Clínica Esperança
Location / City: Northern Porto Alegre
Project Area:

Children, Health

Target Public:
health

Children and teenagers; kids with HIV or
problems

Description:
It is a charity project founded in 1997 that works as an orphanage and provides a
house, cares and a new family for kids who have big personal and social problems
(abuses at home, drugged mother, father in jail…); some of the children also have
health problems (HIV, physical problems, or mental disorders…). It is actually hosting
about 30 kids, from 0 to 15 years old, who are waiting to be adopted or to return to their
families, when possible.
The little children stay all day long there, as it
works as a kindergarten too; the older children
attend school part time and the rest of the time
they have activities at the project or outside..
The staff is considered as a family by them.
The project is open all day long; it has a
simple structure, with a big building with
common spaces, rooms for activities and
meetings, kitchen and dining room, bedrooms
and the kindergarten; outside there is a little
park and open space to play. It is located in a
poor community about 40 min from city center by bus.
The Activities:
Volunteer basically assists staff in day care and supervise children in their daily
activities, games, studies and meals; the children live at the project so it is important to
make them feel good and well accepted, to listen to their histories and needy, to play
with them. The project needs a volunteer who could create and develop some activities
alone (inside or outside) with cheap materials: it could be with sport, games, reading
histories, proposing simple art works, sing, dance… any kind of activity is welcome!
Observations:
The volunteer needs to have patience, maturity and not to be afraid to work with
children with health problem and HIV. As it is an orphanage/home, there are also
moments without activities, in which the kids just stay together (the volunteer cannot
expect a rich schedule with many workshops).
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Educandário São João Batista
Location / City: Porto Alegre
Project Area:

Education for disable children

Target Public:

Disable children and teenagers

Description:
Special center that provides education for disabled children and adolescents (physical
and mental) in Porto Alegre. The project wants to provide support for disabled children
and promote the ideas of independent life philosophy and social approach to disability.
Some children sleep in the center during the week. It is located up south of Porto
Alegre. It takes about 45 minutes to get there by bus from city center. There is place for
1 volunteer work around 25-35 hours per week.
The Activities:
Volunteer will assist the children during the
recreation and the games time and he/she will
help in workshops such as music (piano and
guitar), arts, alternative communication
workshops, simple language classes, special
movement activities (in the swimming pool),
recycling paper and handcraft activities,
according to volunteer’s skills. Each child
needs individual attention and care: the
volunteer will be asked to help individually a
child to learn, paint, read, write or play a musical instrument, to do a game to develop
the physical coordination, etc.
Observations: The volunteer must have a commitment to education of disadvantaged
children and will need patience, maturity and responsibility to realize the work with
these special children.
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Centro de Cuidados São João Calábria
Location / City: Porto Alegre
Project Area:

Education, Youth development

Target Public:

Children, family and low-income
community

Description:
Centro de Cuidados São João Calábria is
a philanthropic institution that has been,
for over 40 years, investing in the needy
children and teenagers of our society by
providing them education and human
formation based on the Christian values.
Its main work is aimed at the needy
families within the community, mostly
living in a situation of extreme poverty.
The project receives every day children
from 6 to 14 years old (project called
SASE) offering homework support,
recreational and sport activities and workshops; these kids study during the morning
and attend the project in the afternoon or vice versa. It also has special programs for
older kids - from 12 to 16 years old (Mathematics and Portuguese support, informatics,
sports, theatre) and for adolescents from 14 to 18 (preparation to enter in the work
world). The children receive food, scholar assistance and attention, besides
participating in pedagogical and recreational activities promoted by the educators.
The Activities:
There are few educators, so the volunteer will be
helping them in all daily activities (also to prepare
the coffee break, if necessary) and games
proposed to the children. The volunteers will be
asked also to create and propose some new
activities in the preferred areas: Recreational,
Dance workshops, Music workshops, Computer
workshops, Art workshops, Environment activities
e Sports, cooking….
Observations:
Placed in the south part of the city but closed to a green and rural area, the closest bus
passes at about 15 minutes walking. The volunteer has to speak Spanish or some
Portuguese.
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Integração dos Anjos
Location / City:
Project Area:

Porto Alegre
Education, youth development

Target Public: Children

Description:
Integração dos Anjos is an organization founded in 2005 aimed at the development of
the children from needy communities. It works as an informal and complementary
educational environment that stimulate the kids to develop abilities and skills, providing
them support and assistance.
The project receives 60 to 80 children from 6 to 15 years old, divided in two big age
groups (6 to 9 and 10 to 15 years old): in these groups, the educators promote
pedagogical and recreational activities. Volunteers (local or international) can promote
workshops according to the projects needs and resources.
The children who study at school during the
morning stay in the project during the
afternoon and vice versa; all are from poor
communities close to the project. There is
also a kindergarten with a good structure,
where the little children from 0 to 6 years old
receive assistance all day long so that their
parents can go to work (only female
volunteers are accepted in the kindergarten)
The Activities:
The volunteers will participate in the educational activities and sports, helping the
educators; in particular, it could be interesting if he/she likes football, as it is the favorite
sport that the children always want to play. Very welcome are volunteers who would
like to realize one or more workshops like building and playing with recycling material Music, percussion, dance, theatre - Games (inside or outside) and sport.
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Centro de Educação Ambiental Vila Pinto
Location / City: Porto Alegre
Project Area:
Human
Rights,
environmental education, recycling
Target Public:

self-entitlement,

Children, teenagers and the community in

general
Description:
Founded in 1996 by a group of women from the Vila Pinto community led by Marli
Medeiros, who decided to unite to transform the conditions they were submitted to live
in and seek alternative solutions that would ensure them freedom and quality of life.
Marli and her family endured the poverty and violence of Vila Pinto, which was
dominated by drug traffickers, but it was the lack of opportunities available to the
children in the community that spurred Marli to action. “I could see that the women
were forced to work as drug mules and complained about the violence of the men,” It
was then that she decided to stand her ground
and fight. Problem was finding a legal way of
earning money that also fostered community
spirit.”Marli began organizing meetings to
discuss the state of affairs in the community. “I
believed that we could reduce the negative
factors that existed in Vila Pinto through some
type of collective action,” she recalls. “The
residents had to make money somehow,
whether it was by begging, drug trafficking or petty theft. The problem was finding a
legal way of earning money that also fostered community spirit. She found a 2,500sq.m site near a low-income housing project, right in the middle of Vila Pinto.
Today CEA administers several projects. The Screening Center of Vila Pinto (CTVP)
which has 65 members who make their living from the separation and sale of
recyclable materials. The James Kulisz Cultural Center, serving children and
adolescents, offering various courses like computer science, sewing, and theater and
film library. The Infant
School Grandma Belinha serves 120 children from birth to six years.
Activities:
Volunteers will grow to become a part of the Vila Pinto community as they work side by
side with the locals and Marli herself at the waste screening center, CEJAK and the
Vovó Bellinha Day care center. Work will consist of waste separation at CTVP as well
as other activities to be determined such as: maintaining the community garden with
the CEJAK teens, there may be possibilities for painting and crafting toys out of
recyclable materials for the day care, developing activities for the children and, time
permitting, some much-needed repairs on community facilities.
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“INSTITUO TOCANDO EM VOCÊ” – Rio de Janeiro
Location / City: Rio de Janeiro
Project:

Artistic Education, Human Rights, Cultural
Production and social education projects

Target group:

02-21 years with and without disabilities

as well

as members of the community

(adults and

seniors)

Description:
The “Cidade Maravilhosa” ( Marvelous City) is the nickname of Rio de Janeiro. The
beauty of Rio de Janeiro goes beyond imagination: no urban site in the world aligns
such a succession of bays and beaches at the foot of steep mountains and the biggest
urban forest of the word. But Rio de Janeiro is also extremely unequal - this is evident
in its urban landscape where Favelas coexist alongside the rich neighborhoods and
reveal deep social injustice.
The project “Instituto Tocando em você” is located in a highly concentrated area of
poor communities, called Grande Tijuca. This area displays clues for a huge social
contrast between the middle class and the poor. 64% of this population is younger
than 39 years, and 30% are younger than 19 years old. Tijuca is a neighbourhood with
a strong need for initiatives for the youth. Regarding the level of education, 32% have
only primary education. Through a multidisciplinary approach, the institution “Tocando
em você” offers to this socially excluded population convergent integration: culture,
education, therapy and integration.
"Instituto Tocando em você" (ITV) is a non-profit organization created in 2000, aiming
to democratize cultural activities through educational, artistic, therapeutic, and
professional interventions. In 2009, ITV has become one of the "Ponto de Cultura"
(Cultural Venue) of the city Rio de Janeiro. Since then all of their arts programs have
been offered for free to two hundred young people between 02-21 years. In addition,
the organization has been working with artists who contribute to the development of
the program. It is estimated that more than 5000 people among them artists and
attendees participate on ITVs programming yearly. ITV activities are given in
classrooms in the institution as well as in the surrounding communities (favelas). ITV is
committed to strengthening the community, emphasizing and expanding the skills of
the local population, encouraging taking an active role and responsibility for their own
development. The institution promotes social and cultural transformation through
creation and development of multidisciplinary programs for low income communities of
the neighborhood, Tijuca.
ITV target groups are children from 02 - 21 years with and without disabilities, and their
families, including those with special needs. Furthermore, the ITV institution offers
activities to adults and seniors through social movements, events, campaigns and
projects. All minors entering our social projects are required to be registered and attend
public school or to participate in our educational school reintegration program (Social
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ICU). The objective in the short and medium terms is to redirect them to attend classes
at local regular schools.
What to expect as a volunteer:
In participating in the projects, volunteers will be able to work together with the youth of
Rio de Janeiro. Instituto Tocando em Você has been in operation for 20 years, and the
TVR offers its participants an opening to international social work and civic
engagement, using the experience of the artists and social workers involved in the
NGO. Volunteers will help to develop public education for everyone through arts and
healing arts: after the first days in which they will know the work of the Insitution, they
will be able to choose the field in which they can help. For example like in the following
project placements:


Special kindergarten and primary school for children (2 to 10 years old)

Project description: the school attends about 20 children with or without small learning
difficulties. The main focus is on Arts workshops (dance, theatre, music, percussion...)
and the staff gives special attention to the individual needs and abilities of the kids.


Educational and artistic project with
young artists with disabilities(14-18
years old)

Project description: The volunteer takes part
in artistic activities proposed to ITV children
WITH SMALL HANDICAP with and without
disabilities. He or she works together with
the teachers and artists of the NGO during
the first month at the arts office. Then, with
a better knowledge of the project
participants, he or she should propose and
develop
an
educational
action
in
collaboration with ITV through an artistic
activity.


Project of cultural and social production

Project description: The volunteer works with the “Cultural Production” sector within the
NGO. He or she accompanies the ITV team in the pre- production, production and
post-production phases to create cultural products. Thus, he or she participates in the
management, organization and communication of ITV´s social project. Preference for
volunteers with knowledge in this area. Possibility to develop English classes for the
public of ITV
Important Observations:
Volunteers are hosted in an apartment near the NGO where they work. This furnished
apartment has a kitchen, a shared bathroom, a shared living room and a bedroom with
double beds. The apartment can accommodate up to 8 TVR volunteers. The
accommodation is located in a secure area of the city. ITV will provide 5 lunches per
week, from Monday to Friday. All other meals are the volunteers own expenses.
Duration 2 – 12 weeks. Minimum age: 18 years
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City Council Action
Location / City:

Forquilinha, Santa Catarina

Project Area: Children and adult education, general assistance
Target Public: Children, teenager, women, community members

Description:
The city of Forquilinha is a small city (about 22.000 inhabitants) placed in the south of
Brazil, in Santa Catarina State; it was founded by German and Italian immigrants and
these cultures and the influence are still alive there. The City Council is very linked to
the local problems and has created some sectors that support different needs and
interests from the community. These projects are: Cultural section: workshops of
music, culture, English, arts (handcraft workshops for mothers who has no work),
pedagogical assistance (kindergarten for poor children)
Environmental Section: in the local
ecological park a Foundation spreads the
importance of recycling, preserving the
nature, taking care of the animals, working
also with re-education of the citizen.
Human rights area, institution that offers
basic social assistance and realizes social
work with the families to strong the familiar
protective function, to prevent internal
breaks, to promote the access and use of
rights that can guarantee a better life; it organizes different kind of workshops for the
kids (drug prevention, recreational activities etc.) and for the parents too, to prepare
them to the work market (make up, styling, fashion, cinema etc.) It is also possible to
work in the health area, through the Pastoral institution that gives support to the
poorest part of the community composed by pregnant women and younger mothers
with their babies and little children - attention to the prevention, health, nutrition,
information) and the CAPS (Centro de Atenção Psicossocial) that take care of mental
disabilities and health problems.
The activities:
The volunteer at first will know all the works realized and the institutions, she will visit
and pass some time with the different coordinators, so that later she can choose which
kind of help she want to give and where she prefers to act; she can stay in more than
one area, give different assistance and organize workshops, according to her interests
and skills, but also to the needs and interests of the target public and institution she will
work with.
Observations: Open to one female volunteer, 18 to 30 years old, pro-active and very
motivated to help people in disadvantaged situation. She has to be aware that the
placement is in a little city and not in a capital. The host situation will be in a local host
family.
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