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Forward

It gladdensour heart to know that you are comingto spendyour exchangeyear in Nigeria ICY Eoffers you a
unique opportunity to challengeand experiencecultural differences,and providesa frameworkfor a fun and
enrichingexperience

Comingto Nigeriawith an"OPENMIND"is necessaryor youto enjoyyour stay Livingwith and understanding
peoplewho havea perspectivedifferent from yourswill challengeyou. ThisNationalprofile is expectedto give
you a brief knowledgeof what you shouldbe expectingin Nigeria It will not give you the whole, idea about
Nigeriabut if read carefully,youwill be on the right track

Livingin another culture might not be easybut with a deepcommitmentandthe effort of the ICYENigeriastaff
and Coworkerswho are eagerto helpyou, youwill surelyhavea rewardingexperience

We arelookingforwardto meetingyou andhearingfrom you.
. h 1 WEBCOMEEKaabo)

ICYENIGERIA
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Location
WestAfrica,borderingthe Gulfof GuineabetweenBeninand Cameroon

GeographicCoordinates
4 and 14 degreedatitude north and 2.30 and 14.30 degreedongitudeeast

Area

Total 923 770sgkm
Land 910,770sgkm
Water. 13,000sgkm
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Land boundaries:
Total: 4,047 km

Border Countries:

Benin 773 km

Cameroun 1,690 km, Chad 87 km,
Niger 7,497 km

Coastline: 853Km
Land in abundance in Nigeria for agricultural, industrial and commercial activities

Maritime Claims:

Continental Shelf: 200m depth or to the depth of exploitation. Exclusive Economic Zone: 200nm with maximur
water depth varying from 2600m to 3000 m.

Territorial Waters: 30 nm (recently reduced to 12 nm)
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Climate

Equatorialin the NigerDeltaand costalareas,tropical up to the middle sectionandarid in the extremenorth.
Temperaturesaveragefrom 23-31 degreeCin the Southwith relatively high humidity and 18-35 degreesCin
the North. The Josplateau and the easternhighlandsmoderate the temperatures,with maximumno more
than 28 degreesC and minimum sometimesas low as 14 degreesCin the period of Novemberto February
Two main seasongainy and dry with length of the rainy seasondecreasingorogressivelyfrom 9-12 monthsin
the south to under 5 monthsin the extreme north. Thedry seasoncommencesrom harmattan, a dry chilly
spellthat laststill Februaryor more recently early March and is associatedwith lower temperatures,a dusty
and hazyatmospherebroughtabout by the North-Easterlywinds blowing from acrossthe SaharaThehottest
monthsare from Februaryto March/earlyApril. Annualrainfall rangesfrom 3,800 mm in the NigerDeltato 650
mm at the north eastof the country. Thereis usuallya slight breakin the rains of 2-3 weeksin late Julyand
early Augustin someparts of the south. Reliefalsoaffectsthe rainfall distribution.
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Main Features

Thefollowing landscapesare prevalent the costalareas,consistingof large low lands (lessthan 300m), the
NigerDeltawith numeroustidal creeksandrivers. Alongthe coastare manybig lagoonswhichreceivewaters
from someinland rivers flowing southwards The natural vegetationconsistsof mangroveswampsalongthe
coastandin the Deltaandtropical evergreenrain forestin the inlandareas Furthernorth the flat extendsinto
the Niger and Benueriver valleys The highlands(300 to 500m)in the southeastand south west (western
Uplands,Udi plateau, DbanHills) are denselypopulated and were originally coveredby tropical rain forest
Goingnorth, the rainforestis graduallyreplacedby savannahsThe Josplateau (300-1200m) located closeto
the centre of the country risesto 1,780m at Sherehills, its highestpoint. The plateauis a watershed,from
which streamsflow to lake Chadandto the riversNigerand Benue Theline declinessteadilynorthwardsfrom
the plateauinto the large sandyhigh plainsof Hausalandscatteredwith rocky dome outcrops Themain river
of Nigeriais the Niger,the third longestin Africa It originatesfrom FoutaDjallon Mountainsof SierraLeone
and enters Nigeriafor the lastone-third of its 4,200km course Its maintributary is river Benue,whichrisesin
the Camerourand mergeswith the Nigerat Lokojabefore emptyingtheir watersinto the seain afanlikesystem
of numeroustidal creeksandriversthat form the Niger
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Lowest point: Atlantic Ocean Om
Highest point: Chappal Waddi 2,419m (Highest point on Jos Plateau is 1,780m)

Mineral Resources:
Petroleum, natural gas, tar sands, tin, columbite, iron ore, coal, limestone, lead, zinc, gold etc

Land Use:

Arable land: 33% Permanent

Crops: 3%

Permanent Pastures: 44%

Forest and Woodland: 12%

Others:8%

Irrigated land: 9,570 sq km

Natural Hazardsperiodic droughts, erosion.
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Population:

140,003,542 (December 2006 census); Nigeria is famous for being the largest back nation in Africa. This
population is made up of about 374 pure ethnic stocks.

Age Structure:
Males: 71,709,859
Female: 68,293,08

Population growth rate:
3.05% (1997 est.)

Main Religions:
Christianity, Islam, Traditional.
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Main EthnicGroups

Nigeriahasmore than 250 ethnic groupswith varyinglanguagesand customscreatinga country of rich ethnic
diversity Thelargestethnic groupsare Fulani/HausayYoruba,lbo accountingfor 68% of the population, while
the Edo, ljaw, kanuri, Ibibio, Ebira,Nupe and Tivcomprise27% Other minorities make up the remaining7%
Themiddle belt of Nigeriais knownfor its diversityof ethnic groups,includingthe Pyem,Goemiaand Kofyar

Main Languages
Hausa)gbo, Yorubaand over 500 spokenlanguagesncludingEnglish(Official)

Main Commercial/IndustrialCities
LagosOnistha,Kano,PortHarcourt,Aba,Ibadan,Maiduguri,Jos Kaduna\Warri, Beninand Asaba
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Literacy

Definition agel5andovercanreadandwrite.
Totalpopulation 57.1 %

Male: 67.3%

Female 47.3%(1995est)

Nigeriais a magnificentland and within it lies a diversity of life, culture and people Apart from the natural
resourcesunder the earth's surface,a bountiful harvestof fruits and vegetablesis also reapedfrom fertile
farming districts acrossthe Country The cultural diversity coupled with the natural beauty in real African
settingthat attracts peopleall overthe world makesNigeriaa curiousand one of the mostinterestingplacesin
the World.
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Bio-Diversity in Nigeria

Nigeriais important for Bio-Diversity Nigeriapossessea wide range of ecosystem Theserangefrom tropical
rain forest on the central, easternand Northeasternhighlandsand wetlandsin the coastaland inland regions
to the sub-Sahararin the North. Nigeriasupportsa wide speciesof animalandbirds, which cannotbe found in
any part of the world. It is widely believedthat the areassurroundingCalabarCrossRiversState containthe
o 2 NXlaryesi diversity of butterflies. This led to the establishmentof sanctuariesand parks in areas
characterisedby high level of biologicaldiversity, suchendangeredspeciesare the forest elephant,low land
gorillamanatee drill chimpanzeeandthe red-headedwhite fowl canbe locatedin theseareas

NATIONAL PROFILE 2010 - 2011

“ ',.muuhm. LULIURNAL TUU LT CAVTIANUL

0

(WEINIGERIA




X . D®ersity in Nigeria

Areasof interestinclude:

1. ConservatiorLekkiNaturein Lagos Thiscentre is notable for its 100 alreadyidentified different speciesof
birds in their natural habitat Other animalsinclude Mona monkey, Canerat, Giantforest squirrel,and Giant
rat, Monitor Lizard AlsoCrocodile Pangolin Bushbuclkand Quicker

2. OkomuWildlife Sanctuaryin Edo State Thisis a hometo the threatenedwhite-throated monkeyendemic
only to this part of the World. Othersinclude Theforest Elephants Chimpanzeesd,.eopardsand red-capped
Mangabey

3. CrossRiverNationalPark Thisareais denselycoveredwith primary rain forest with annualrainfall of over
3,500mm. Thisrainforestis believedto be the most biologicallydiversedin the world as well as being the
habitat of someof the richestvariety of flora in the world. Theareaalsocontainsa largevariety of mammals
the most famousof which are the lowland Gorillas Others are the Chimpanzeesind the endangeredDirill
Monkeys leopards Buffalos DuickerElephantsRedRiverHogsand Redheadedwhite fowls.
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People and ways of life

The Hausa/Fulanipeople of Northern Nigeria are linked together by one language,which is the Hausa
LanguageTheyhavethe Arabianway of dressindike the one found in the Middle East,whichis very common
amongstthem. The people are mostly cattle rearers and also engagein irrigation farming Becauseof the

religion,they practicethe ShariaLawThereligiousandthe traditional authority are wieldedaroundthe Sultan

of Sokotowho is helpedto rule by the Emirsthat he delegatesauthority to.

The Yorubasof the Westernpart of Nigerialay claimto lle-Ife asthe spiritual home where all of them come
from andindeedeveryracein the world, andto a commondescent,whichis Oduduwa Thepeopleare mainly
into Agricultureand Fishingand they cultivate suchcropsas Cocoa,Yam,Maize, Cassavagtc. Thetraditional
dressesare AsoOke, Adire etc. Beforethe arrival of Christianity,the people were involvedin the worship of
varioustraditional godssuchas Sango,Obatala,Ogunetc, eachof which have particular periodsof the year

whenthey celebratetheir festivals
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Thelgbo speakingpeople,who inhabit the Easternpart of the Country,are well known for their -trading and
farming,they are regardedasone of the most enterprisingpeopleon the Coastof WestAfricaand sometimes
referred to asthe "Jewsof Africa". The important towns in Igbo land are Asaba,Onitshaand Owerri The
commonfoodshere are Akpu,Riceand Garri

We haveother peoplelike the Nupesandthe Tivsin the middle belt of the Countryandthe ijaws,the Ogonis,
Calabartc. in the SouthEasterrnpart of the Country

However,most Nigeriansnow live in Citiesand wear Westernstyle clothings Englishis the official language
andiswidely spokenin the UrbanCities Thereis alsothe "PidginEnglish'whichis the mostwidely understood
languageboth of educatedand uneducatedpeoplewho benefit more whencommunicatingn "Pidgin”(Broken
English)
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Government

CountryName Nigeria
ConventionaLongForm FederalRepublicof Nigeria
DataCode N1

Governmenttype:

Parliamentarydemocracyof the PresidentialSystem

Threetier structure

AFederalgovernment

36 Stategovernmentsandthe FederalCapitalTerritory 774 Localgovernmentadministrations

FederalCapitat Abuja
Thecapitalwasofficialmovedfrom Lagogo Abujaon 12 Decemberl991
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Administrative Divisions

36 statesand one Capital Territory (Abuja) Abia, Adamawa,Akwa Ibom, Anambra,Bauchi,BayelsaBenue,
Borno, CrossRiver,Delta, Ebonyin,Edo,Ekiti, Enugu,Gombe,Imo, Jigawa KadunaKano,Katsina Kebbi,Kogi,
Kwara,Lagos,NassarawaNiger, Ogun,Ondo, Osun,Oyo, Plateau,Rivers,Sokoto, Taraba,Yobeand Zamfara
states Eachof these statesis further split up into smalleradministrativeunits calledLocalGovernmentAreas
(LGAsY hereare 774LGASsN the country.

Independence
1st of October,(1960

Constitution:
1999constitutionisin forceandis currentlyunderreview
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LegalSystem
Basedon EnglishCommonLaw,IslamicLawand customarylLaw

ExecutiveBranch

The democraticallyelected government of Umar Musa Ya'radua was sworn in on May 29th, 2007. The
compositionof the FederalExecutiveCouncilfollowed soon after with the appointmentof Ministers, Special
Advisersand Assistantsthat cut acrossall political party lines to make for integration, cooperation and
harmonywithin the Nigerianpolity.

LegislatureBranch

There are two main housesthat form the National Assemblyviz The Senatemade up of 109 members
representing their various senatorial districts They are led by a Senate President The lower house of
Representativess made up of 360 membersrepresentingtheir various constituencies They are led by a
Speakenf the House TheNationalAssemblycarriesout its tasksthroughrelevantcommittees
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Judiciary

The Judiciaryis independentof the Executiveand legislatureand hasa ChiefJusticeas head of the Supreme
Courtof Nigeria

Politics

Thereat the moment, thirty seltfunding political partiesregisteredby the electoralcommittee INEC Theyall
vied for executiveand Legislative positionsat the Localgovernment,Statesand National Levelsduring the
military-to-civiliantransition programme

DiplomaticRepresentation

NigeriahasMissionsor Representatives 92 countriesworld-wide. Flagdescription three equalverticalbands
of green(hoistside)white, andgreen
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ICYE Nigeria

ICYENigeriastarted operationsin 1982 asan independentestablishmentwithin a ChristianOrganisationICYE
Nigeriaconsistsof National Committee office, Staff and Coworkers (Coworkers are made up of returnees
thosewho haveoncegoneon the programme)and other volunteerswho haveassistedn the work of ICYEn
the NationalOfficeandin the developmentof the programmeon Zonallevels

The Staff are permanentemployeeswho work full-time for the organisationin its National Office Theycarry
out the administrativeand programmeresponsibilitief the organisation TheGeneralAssemblys the highest
decisionmakingbody of the committeeandis headedby the Chairperson

ICYBNigeriaaspirestowards the developmentof the leadershipof young people through living and working
abroadfor one year The exposureand experiencewill be of great benefit to the Exchangee(sHe/Shewill
make new friends abroad, learn new languageand widen his/her horizon and thus make the work a much

better place
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Our Expectation

We expectthat all Nigerianbound Exchangeewould havebeenwell preparedand that their main motivation
of participatingin the programmeis socialjusticeand world peace Furthermore we expectall Exchangeeto:

a. Beableto communicatein English

b. Be matured enoughto stand somedifficult situationsof a developingCountry- possiblybetweenthe ages
23and27.

c. Cooperatewith ICYBNigeria,both paidworkersin the office aswell asthe Coworkers Interactfreelyandbe
ableto discusgeacefullyandwith somematurity.
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d. Discussny major hostingproblemwith ICY EDfficialsfirst and shouldalwaysrememberthat their behaviour
(if unruly) will reflect on them duringthe duration of the programme

e. Developthe habit of discussindnis/her problems No matter how smallit is.
f. Activelyparticipatein programmesgventsandtakeinitiatives

g. Bring forward suggestionsand grievancesor appeal peaceably Not to interfere with the organisational
structure of the Board,but to showwaysof improvingpositively Everybodyhashis/her own responsibilities
the workersare accountableto the president

h. Donot expectall hostfamiliesto be alike

I. Beinterestedin the locallanguagesaindlearnto communicatewith them
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k. Beawarethat hostingsituationsare not easyto get. Exchangeesomingto Nigeriashouldbe readyto accept
andnot rejectanywork placement

I. Beresponsibleand mature.

Thismay seema lot to expectbut we hope Exchangeesvill seriouslyconsiderwhether ICYBProgrammeis
really what they want to participatein or not. Mention must also be made of parentswho are anxiousand
disturbedabout what is happeningto their childrenwhile abroad It must be emphasisedhat ICYBNigeriais
beingcoordinatedby maturedand capablehandsand shouldat all timesbe rest assuredhat their childrenare
beingtakenverygoodcareof.

J. Contribute positively to the work placement, bearing in mind that pocket money comes from work
placements
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Visa Information - m‘g;‘;;m:ﬂ

{EN AT THE EMBA
Placs 4

Our visaprocedureis still the same We alwayswant our Exchangee$o acceptonly visasthat have STRIt is
important that yourvisahasSTR

Therearetwo waysto enter Nigeriaasan Exchangee

1) National Committee sendingexchangeedo Nigeriamust do the selectionas early as possibleand by
Februarylatest, shouldsendthe full name,age,educationalqualificationsof the Exchangeencludingpassport
numberto usin Nigeria We shallthen inform the exchangeeavhento report at the Nigerianembassyof his/her
countryto collecthis/hervisawith STR

Anythingshort of this will createproblems DONOTACCEPTOURISVISA!

Youmust collect and bring three copiesof the form that you filled in the NigerianEmbasssyo Nigeria The
formistitled 'VISAENTRYAPPLICATIGRORM'IMMI22. It shouldbe stampedat the back
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2) On the alternative, immediately you select whoever is comingto Nigeriasend us his/her full name or
applicationforms. We shallthen senda letter which he/shewill take to the NigeriaEmbassyn your countryto
obtain a three monthsvisasubjectto regularisation(STR} ITMUSTBETHREBMONTHVISAWITHSUBJECTO
REGULARISATIQNBRaNd NOTtourist visa

The exchangeanust acceptand cometo Nigeriawith three copiesof the VISA/ENTRFERMITAPPLICATION
FORMINM122 filled at the NigerianEmbassyand duty stampedby the embassyIF YOUHAVEDIFFICULTIES,
(WEHOPENOT)PLEASEETIN TOUCHWITHICYENIGERIAIMMEDIATELY!

OurPostalAddressis:
ICYRNIGERIA,
P O. Box1025 Sabog Yabal agos
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ContactPerson
AdeoluOnamade

374, BornoWay,Yabalagos
Tel (234) 8023138578

Fax (1) 5305795543(USA)

3) The exchangemust exercisepatiencewhen he/she arrivesthe country for the extensionof the residence
permit asthe ministry/immigration processcan sometimesbe slow Thiswe do not have authority over,
eventuallythe regularisationsdone..
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Government Regulations

Thereare variouslawsin the country. Thelawsapplygenerallyto both nationalsand non-nationalsaslong as
you areresidentin Nigeria Contraveningany of the Nigerianlawsby foreignersmight resultin deportation
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Economy

Economidndicators

GDP- real growthrate: 3%(1996est)

CDP per capita purchasingpower parity - $1 ,380(1996es)

GDP- Compositiorby sector.

Agriculture 28%Industry. 53%

Services19%(1995est)

Inflation rate: 13%(199est) Neweconomicpolicywill seethis rate downto a singleunit
Labourforce: Totat 42,844 million

Byoccupation agriculture54% industry,commerce andservicesl 9% governmentl5%
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Agriculture(Main Crops)
Cashcrops Cocoagroundnuts rubber, oil palm, cotton.
Foodcrops -Maize,sorghummillet, cassavayam,rice, plantain,soya,tomatoes,onions

Fruits Pineapple,oranges,grapefruits, banana,vegetables : The rainforest produce Timber and Wood or
exoticspeciesAnimalhusbandryi.e. cattle. Sheepgoatand pig rearingaswell aspoultry andfish farminghas
developedoverthe years

Exports

Totalvalue: $11.6 billion (f.0.b., 1995

Commodities petroleumand petroleum products95%, cocoa,rubber 5%
Partners US52%, EU34%, others34%
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Imports:

Total Value $10 billion (c.i. f., 1995
Commoditiesmachinerytransportationequipment,manufacturedgoods,chemicalsfood and animals
Partners EU50% US13% Japan/% Others30%

Debt- external: $28 billion (1997est )

Economidid: recipient ODA $NA

Currency 1 Naira(N)=1 00 kobo

Exchangeates. naira(N)per USh - 150 (November2009

Fiscalyear. starts1st January
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Infrastructures

Highways

Total: 32,2105km

Paved 26,005km (including2,044 km of expresswaysinpaved 6,100km (1994est)

Railways

Total: 3,557kmi

Narrow Gauge 3,505km 1.67 - m gauge
StandardGauge 52 km 1,435- gauge(1995
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Waterways
8,575km consistingof Nigerand Benueriversand smallerriversand Creeks

RoadNetwork :
Overl15,000km of intercity, all weather pavedroadsincludingdualcarriageexpresgrunks.

Communications
Telephones 492,204 (1990est)
G.SM.: Over90 million users

Telephonesystem Sincethe GSMIlaunch, mobile telephonyhasrapidly becomethe most popular method of
voicecommynicatiorin Nigeria Growthhasbeenso rapidthatv Nigeriahasbeenrightly describedn variousfor
aasa 2 Wf$he fastestgrowingGSMmarketsinthe g 2 NI R €

Ports/Harbours
LagosPortHarcourt,Calabar(EPZ)anne,SapeleWarri
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Transportation

Apart from airplanes,which have scheduledflights within and outsidethe countries,there is no specifictime
that one could catcha bus Chargesby bus are usuallycheaper, Taxischargea minimum of N300.00 (Three
hundred naira) per drop, extra chargesare negotiable Althoughthere are so many vehicles,it looks a bit
inadequateespeciallyin Lagosbhecauseof its high density of population Flightsare better and saferto travel
outsidethe countryor for alongdistancewithin the country, Nigerianroadsare not very safe
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On arrival at the airport

YourAirport of Arrivalis the Murtala Mohammed(MM) International Airport, Lagos Youhaveno problemon

arrival if we have details of your flight we shall be there to meet you. In caseyou cannotlocate us at the

airport, pleaselook for atelephonearoundandtell whoeverpicksthe phonethat you are a new Exchangesg(if

youwantto dothislet it be duringweekbetween8 am. to 5 p.m. Nigeriantime (we don't work on weekends)
andyouwill be informedonwhat to do. Onthe other hand,look for ataxiandtell the driverto takeyouto 374
BORNOWAY,ALAGOMEJN¥ABAand ask for the ICYEOFFICEFind our Postal Addressand Contact Person
enclosed
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Security

All Exchangeemustobeythe lawsof Nigeriaduringthe exchangeyearlCYRwill not be responsibleor any
Exchangeavho is arrestedfor an offence againstthe state e.g. drug abuse,trafficking, smugglingrape,
any usageof any dangerousweaponor any involvementin any violent crime etc., Contraveningany of
these Lawsmight resultin deportation and ICYBNigeriawill not be responsiblefor any inconvenienceor
embarrassmentaused
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Currency Change

Foreignmoney is changedat the Bank although there are other parallel sources,Exchangeeshould not
entertain any gesturefrom any of the airport touts to help you changeyour money BANKSARETHEONLY
LEGACHANGINBLACEThereare banksat the airport to assistyou.

Go to the bank yourself or wait till you see an officer of ICYBENigeria before you do this. The rate varies
dependingon the prevailingrate at that particularmoment Whenyou have changedyour money,you will be
givena receipt Make sure you collect your receipt and crosscheckyour money With the revolution in the
bankingindustry now, exchangeesan come into the country with their Visaor Master Cardsto withdraw
money
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